Chapter 4 — Solving Two-Step and Multi-Step Equations

Tripwire Check

Name: Grade: Date:

These questions test whether the thinking is solid — not just whether the procedure was

memorized. Each wrong answer below points to a specific misconception, not just "try

again."

1. Did Every Term Receive the Factor? A student solves 2(x-4)=10 and writes: 2x-4=10,
2x=14, x=7. Is the student correct? Identify the wrong move, solve the equation correctly,
and check the answer.

2. What Does It Mean When the Variable Disappears? A student solves 5x+2=5x-3 and
writes 2=-3. The student then says x=-3. Is the student correct? Explain what the
statement 2=-3 means for the original equation.
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